


Introduction

Home renovation projects, both small and large scale, are beneficial
in many ways. Whether you’re renovating one or two rooms or
undergoing a complete home renovation, the way you live in your
home will feel different, fresh and new.

An extremely important thing to take into consideration when planning a renovation is that
houses constructed or renovated before 2000 are likely to contain asbestos materials.

This fact means that every renovation or repair to houses of that age needs a bespoke
approach to the renovation strategy. Below are 7 Tips to ensure you get the most out of
your renovation.

Renovations Involving Asbestos Removal – 7 Questions You Need Answered

Question 1

The first question to ask is:

Do I Have Asbestos In My House?

There are many places in your home
that asbestos may be present. These 
materials are not dangerous if they
are in a good condition and remain 
undisturbed but if they are to be 
disturbed or removed during the 
renovation process these will need
to be dealt with properly. 

This diagrams show areas where 
materials containing asbestos were commonly used during construction and renovation. 

The most reliable way to know if your home contains asbestos is to have an Asbestos
Survey completed by an accredited asbestos survey company who will then advise on
any likely sources of asbestos. They can then take samples where required and have
these tested in an approved analytical laboratory for confirmation if asbestos is present.
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The second question to ask is:

Will I know the full extent of the works to be completed prior to

start?

If you have asbestos containing materials, the fact they may need to be disturbed or 
removed might not be evident upon first looking at the job but this may happen as a 
secondary reason i.e. brick cladding removal disturbing 
asbestos soffit linings or installation of a Heat Transfer
system requiring cutting holes in asbestos containing 
ceiling linings.

You need a complete scope of works taking this into 
account prior to start of works.

Question 2

Question 3

The third question to ask is:

How will asbestos affect the job?

Any amount of asbestos product found can affect how the job is completed and the
personnel required to complete the works. Even working with a small amount of asbestos

requires personnel with the required training and
specialist equipment to ensure that you do not have
issues down the track.

Many homeowners have come into issues with one
trade ensuring them an asbestos issue has been dealt
with appropriately only to find out later through a

following trade, insurance claim or selling/renting the property that this is not the case.

This can have a devastating effect that could have easily been avoided with the right pre-
job planning.
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The fourth question to ask is:

How do I know I have the right people for the job?

Class A, Class B, Licenced Removal, Non-Licenced Removal, Notifiable or Non-
Notifiable works?

Finding asbestos materials can just be the
start of the questions and you need to make
sure you get the right advice from a
company with a proven track record of dealing
with asbestos.

You also need to know that whoever will be
dealing with the asbestos on your job has
the correct training and specialist asbestos
gear with proof of any licences, staff training and asbestos equipment
maintenance records required for that specific task.

Question 4

Question 5

The fifth question to ask is:

Will the asbestos removal strategy cause further “behind

the scenes” work to remediate?

The differing manner in which asbestos materials can be removed will often lead
to different remedial works strategies to replace the removed materials. A

company that only removes asbestos
will often go for the cheapest or
easiest option for their portion of the
job without taking into account the
follow up works.

Without taking this into consideration,
a seemingly cheaper or simpler

asbestos removal strategy can often lead to a costlier and more involved remedial
works strategy.

You need to ensure that whoever is managing the works has the required
experience in all areas to ensure the job is considered as a whole and you get the
best value for your investment.
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The sixth question to ask is:

Will my house be safe for us and following workers after the 

asbestos has been removed and how do I prove this?

Any workers or inhabitants in the property will need to be reassured that any asbestos 
works have been completed in an approved, safe manner. For this you will need to ensure 
that whoever has carried out any asbestos works on your property also provides you with 
the appropriate asbestos paperwork and clearances at the completion of the job. 

These documents will also be required for any future
insurance claims on that area of the house and with a 
repeat of incidents such as the Christchurch Earthquakes
or Timaru Hailstorm, not having this paperwork on hand 
can severely affect any future claims you have.

Question 6

Question 7

The seventh question to ask is:

What are the future costs of leaving it there?

Asbestos materials are not dangerous if they are in a good condition and remain 
undisturbed but this fact does not mean it is always a good idea to leave them there.

With ongoing maintenance considerations and the large amount of information around 
asbestos and its potential health hazards,  perspective buyers and tenants can see this as 
a bargaining tool. This can make it harder to find suitable buyers & 
tenants for your property leading to lower sale prices, lower rental 
returns & ongoing costs such as higher future maintenance costs 
and the requirement for Asbestos Management Plans in residential 
rentals.

The great thing about asbestos it that once it is removed it is never coming back!
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Secret 1:
Be fully aware of asbestos in your property

BEFORE COMMENCING.

You do this by getting asbestos experts in at the start of the
job and not as a reaction to the job.

Secret 2:
Have full understanding of the works to be

completed and any ways to increase the

value of your investment.

You do this by hiring a contractor who can discuss the
“whole picture” and not just their speciality.

Secret 3:

Have your job completed in a way that maximises value now

while minimising ongoing costs or concerns.

You do this by hiring a contractor with a holistic approach to the works and who provides
the guarantees and compliance paperwork required for future needs.

Now that we have covered the 7 Questions,

let me summarise what we have covered so

far:

So that is why I’m offering you some free help to make the most out 

of your upcoming renovation works.

The way this help works is very simple.

We will set up a short 5 minute phone call over the next week.

We will discuss your planned or future renovation project to get a clear understanding of 
what you are after and I will ask any relevant questions about your project. 

We can then set up a meeting to go over the project in detail giving you options and 
discussing ways to create more “bang for your buck” with your investment.

The next step is easy.

Call me on 027 279 7600 and we’ll set up this short 5 minute 
phone call.

There is no charge and I know you will find this helpful.

I look forward to helping you complete an amazing renovation.

Andrew Kyburz
AK Building & Asbestos Limited
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